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SAMANID DIRHAMS FROM RAST

In the Oriental part of the Early Medieval hoard from Obra Nowa',
among the coins from Samanid dynasty, there occured a fragment of
a dirham struck in Rast in the year 360 AH (photo 2). This is the third
assemblage of coins found in Poland, after Zalesie® (2 specimens, photos
I and 3) and Dzierznica II® (3 specimens, photos 4-6), to contain
a fragment of a dirham with the name of this mint. In the numismatic

' A monograph on the Oriental part of the Obra Nowa is in preparation.

* A. Kmietowicz and W. Kubiak, Wezesnosredniowieczny skarb srebrny z Zalesia powiat Stupca,
Vol. I: Monety arabskie (Wroctaw 1969), p. 98, no. 222, and p. 100, no. 225.

* I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Ms. A. Kmietowicz for making avai-
lable to me the coins and their descriptions from the Dzierznica II hoard. (A cata-
logue of the coins from Dzierznica II is being prepared by Ms. Kmietowicz.) I am
also grateful to Ms. K. Schubert and Mr. J. Bodzek for supplying photographs of the
coins.
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literature we find a description in Frehn* of five specimens from 357,
360, 361, 364, and 366 AH, which were subsequently listed by Tie-
zengauzen®. Four specimens listed by Markov® from the years 359, 361,
and 364 AH are found in the Hermitage; one, struck in 364 and de-
scribed by @strup’, is among the holdings of the Copenhagen Museum;
one specimen, from the year 360 AH, is listed by O. Blau in the collec-
tion of the museum in Odessa®; and one specimen from the year 366
AH possesses the British Museum®. Rast dirhams are not catalogued,
however, in Swedish hoards!®.

Arab sources locate the city of Rast in the province of the same name, to
the east of Ma wara’ al-Nahr (Transoxiana)''. According to Le Strange'?,
the Rast district was found in the upper basin of the Wah3ab River (a tri-
butary of the Amu Daria): The WahSab River (Wahs) flows out of Turkish
lands and through Pamir (Famir), Rast, and Kumid". The district or prov-
ince of Rast, also known as Qaratigin', stretched between two moun-
tains, and as a border region of Islam became a gateway for the Turks,
who along this route made their incursions into the Caliphate'. As
a result, as early as the 8" century the Chorasan viceroy al-Fadl ibn Yahya
ibn Halid ibn Barmak fortified the city, surrounding it with walls'®. The

* C. M. Frehn, Recensio numorum Muhammedanorum (Petropoli 1826), p. 581, no. 291b;
p. 583, no. 317a; p. 584, no. 321a; and p. 585, no. 322d.

® V. V. Tiezengauzen, O samanidskikh monetakh, Zapiski Imperatorskago Arkheologiche-
skago Obshchestva, Vol. 6 (St. Petersburg 1853), pp. 219-220, 224-26, 228.

* A. Markov, Inventarnyy Katalog Musulmanskikh Monet Imperatorskago Ermitazha (St. Pe-
tersburg 1896), p. 158, no. 1063; p. 159, nos. 1075-1076; p. 160, no. 1107.

7 J. @strup, Catalogue des monnaies arabes et turques du Cabinet Royal des Médailles du Musée
National de Copenhague (Copenhagen 1938), pp. 101-102, no. 1162,

% 0. Blau, Die orientalischen Miinzen des Museums der kaiserlichen historisch-archédologischen
Gesellschaft zu Odessa (Odessa 1876), p. 14, no. 177.

? I am very grateful to Venetia Porter from the British Museum for particulars.

1% Corpus Nummorum Saeculorum IX~XI qui in Suecia reperti sunt (Stockholm 1975-1987).

" Allstahri, Kitab masalik al-mamalik, BGA Vol. 11, ed. M. J. de Goeje (Leyden 1927),
p- 286.

'* G. Le Strange, The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate (London 1966), p. 439.

13 V. V. Barthold, Sochinienya, Vol. 1 (Moscow 1963), p. 120.

" V. Barthold, Karatigin, in Encyclopédie de UIslam, Vol. IV, new edition (Leiden—Paris
1976), pp. 656-57.

' Ibn Hurradadbih, in Hudud al“Alam, The Regions of the World: A Persian Geography, 372
AH - 982 AD, translated and explained by V. Minorsky (London 1937), p. 361.

1% Yaqut, Mu‘gam al-buldan, Vol. 11, ed, F. Wistenfeld (Leipzig 1924), p. 733.

.
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citadel (al-gala) of Rast, the principal city of the province, identified with
today’s Garm in Tajikistan'’, was about 80 farsahs'® from Tirmid". Like all
mountainous districts, Radt/Qaratigin had its own rulers, who were called
Dihgan-i Rast®.

The Rast dirhams were struck in the years 357-368 AH (AD 967/8-
978/9)?, i.e. during the reigns of two Samanid amirs, Mansur ibn Nuh
(350-366 AH = AD 961-976) and Nuh ibn Mansur (366-387 AH = AD
976-997)%. It is an interesting fact that this mint was active for only
eleven years, and was not used by other dynasties. The arrangement of ins-
criptions on the obverse and reverse of the Rast dirhams is as follows 2%
1. Mansur ibn Nuh, Rast, 35[7-9] = 967/68-969/70 (Photo 1)
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17 Barthold, EI, Vol. IV, p. 656.

8 W. Hinz, Islamische Masse und Gewichte, Handbuch der Orientalistik, Heft I (Leiden
1955), p. 62. According to Hinz, one farsah = 6 km.

¥ Yaqut, p. 733.

* Hudud al“Alam, pp. 120, 361.

' E.von Zambaur, Die Miinzprigungen des Islams zeitlich und értlich geordnet, Vol. I (Wiesba-
den 1968), p. 124.

# E. de Zambaur, Manuel de Généalogie et de Chronologie pour Uhistoire de I'Islam, Premiére
Partie (Hanover 1927), p. 202.

B Cf. Zalesie I, p. 98, no. 2922.

* Cf. Photos 3-6. Markov describes a dirham from Rast struck in 359, which above the
kalimah on the obverse contains the world “Al7, while under the kalimah there are two dots.
Cf. Markov, p. 158, no. 1063.

v
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2. Mangur ibn Nuh, Rast, 360 AH = 970/71 AD (Photo 2)
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Additional inscriptions, not encountered on other Samanid dirhams,
appear in the field of the obverse, above and below the kalimah. On the
obverse of dirham no. 1 there occurs the title al-dihgan (?) and Ga'far ibn
‘Ali (?). This is probably the name of the viceroy ruling at this time in
Rast in the name of the Samanids®. The only amir of Rast known from
sources is (Ea‘ﬁrr ibn Samaniqi (mentioned by Gardizi) who ruled this
province in the year 337 AH = AD 948/49, i. e. during the reign of Nuh ibn
Nasr (331-343 AH = AD 942/3-954)%. After the year 359 AH (AD 969/70),
the inscription ‘Ali appears on the obverse, above the kalimah (dirham
no. 2). According to Tiezengauzen?, this is the name of the viceroy of
the district of Badah3an, which included the city of Rast. It is also a likely
hypothesis that the word “Ali is not the name of the governor of Rast, but
rather a fragment of the Shi’ite formula ‘Ali wali Allah, which does not
appear on the Samanid dirhams, while it does occur on the Bavendid
coins®,

# Tiezengauzen, pp. 219-220; Zalesie I, p. 290.

% Cf. Karatigin, in EI, Vol. IV, p. 656.

¥ Tiezengauzen, p. 226.

8 See Firrim, in Zambaur, Die Miinzpragungen..., pp. 185-86. Cf. N. M. Lowick, ]. D. F.
Nisbet, A Hoard of Dirhams from Ra’s al-Khaimah, Numismatic Chronicle, Series VII, Vol. VIII
(1968), p. 240; M. Gozdowski, A. Kmietowicz, W. RKubiak, T. Lewicki, Wezesnosredniowieczny
skarb srebrny z Mawrzye pod Lowiczem (Wroclaw 1959), p. 56, no. 86.
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Unfortunately, none of the coins has been preserved in its entirety.
Despite the incomplete inscriptions, mostly reconstructed, we have
enough information on both the obverses and reverses to enable us to
specify when and where they were struck. On dirhams 1 and 2 (Photos 1
and 2), in the inner marginal legend on the obverse, the name of the
mint and the date have been preserved; on coin no. 3 (Photo 3) we can
read the word ‘Ali on the obverse over the kalimah, and the date of 361
AH. Dirham no. 4 (Photo 4) contains only the name of the mint, while
no. 5 (Photo 5) has the word ‘Ali on the obverse and a fragment of the
name of the amir [Man]sur [ibn Nuh] on the reverse. The fragment of
dirham no. 6 (Photo 6) is listed as uncertain; it corresponds typologically
to those previously discussed, but only single letters have been preserved
from the name of the mint — R[a8]t — and part of the date — [3]64 AH -
which we can reconstruct on the basis of the fragment of the amir’s
name on the reverse: [Mans]ur [ibn Nuh].

The inscriptions, though obliterated in places, are done with care,
and some words or single letters are even done in a decorative fashion,
e.g. the stylized ha in the word Muhammad (kalimah on the reverse),
a device characteristic for the dirhams of Mansur ibn Nuh and Nuh ibn
Mansur.

All the dirhams discussed above occured in hoards from Greater Po-
land, and doubtless belong to rarities.

Translated by BRUCE MAC QUEEN

DOROTA MALARCZYK
Dirhamy Samanidéw z Rast

Monety Samanidéw z Rast zostaly po raz pierwszy opisane przez Ch. M. Frehna
w 1826 r. W pé6iniejszej literaturze numizmatycznej znajdujemy je w katalogach
V. V. Tiesenhausena, A. Markowa, J. @strupa i O. Blau.

Niniejszy artykut przedstawia 6 fragmentéw dirhaméw samanidzkich z Rast,
wchodzacych w sklad wezesnosredniowiecznych skarbéw polskich z Zalesia, Obry
Nowej i Dzierznicy II (Wielkopolska) datowanych na 2. pol. X wieku. Dirhamy
te, wybijane w latach 967/8-978/9, czyli za panowania Mansura ibn Nuh i Nuha
ibn Mansur, generalnie nie réznia si¢ od pozostatych srebrnych monet Samanidéw.
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Ich cecha charakterystyczna sa dodatkowe napisy na awersie (al-dihqan, Ga“farb.
“Ali, “Ali), ktére nie wystepujg na znanych nam dirhamach samanidzkich z in-
nych mennic. Kontrowersje budzi posta¢ Ga“farab. Ali nie poswiadczona przez
Sredniowieczne Zrédla arabskie i perskie. Przedstawione powyzej dirhamy, nie
wystepujace nawet w skarbach szwedzkich, stanowia niewatpliwie rzadkosc.
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